MULTIPLE MYELOMA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

CONDITIONS FOR GRANT SUPPORT

GENERAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

The primary purpose of The Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation (the “MMRF”) in funding scientifically meritorious research is to advance its mission to eradicate multiple myeloma as a life threatening disease.  These policies are provided to assist applicants and grantees in understanding the terms and conditions that apply to each Grant.  The full terms and conditions applicable to each Grant are set forth in the Grant Agreement, which incorporates these policies.  No Grant Funds will be released until all the necessary forms, including the Grant Agreement, are completed and signed by the grantee institution (the “Sponsoring Institution”) and returned to the MMRF.  By accepting a MMRF grant or fellowship, the Sponsoring Institution agrees to the terms and conditions of this Policy and accepts full responsibility for the conduct of the investigation and for the acts of the investigator; project personnel, compensated in full or in part with funds awarded by the MMRF, are employees of the Sponsoring Institution; they are not MMRF employees. 

1. USE OF GRANT FUNDS

(a) Grant Funds may only be used as set forth in the budget(s) set forth in the approved application, and approved funds may not be re-allocated without the prior approval of the MMRF.  If the Grant Application does not contain detailed budgets, the expenditure of Grant Funds shall be limited to the permissible costs as set forth in the Grant Agreement.

(b) Indirect costs may not exceed 10% of direct costs.  

(c) The MMRF will not be responsible for any expense incurred prior to the start date of the Grant or any amount in excess of the Grant.  Full disclosure of all other funding for a research project must be made as part of the Grant Application or at the time the funding is approved (whichever is earlier).  The use of Grant Funds cannot be duplicated by funds received by the Sponsoring Institution or the Principal Investigator from any other sources, however, the Grant Funds may be used to supplement support from other sources. The MMRF shall have the right to audit the use of the Grant Funds.

(d) Equipment purchased using Grant Funds is under the direction and control of the Principal Investigator.

2. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Any invention that is derived from any Grant Research performed by or supervised by the Principal Investigator and Sponsoring Institutions will be subject to the MMRF’s separate Patent, Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer Policy (the “MMRF IP Policy”), which policy is incorporated herein by reference.   The terms of such policy include, but are not limited to the following: 
(a) All Inventions, as that term is defined in the MMRF IP Policy, must be promptly disclosed to the Office of Technology of the Sponsoring Institution by the inventor(s) and assigned to the Sponsoring Institution. All Inventions must be reported to the MMRF in writing within three months after their disclosure to the Sponsoring Institution. 

(b) The MMRF shall be given prior notice of any patent application filing and an opportunity to review and comment on such filing.  If the Sponsoring Institution elects not to file for patent or other appropriate protection for any Invention or elects to abandon any patent applications, the MMRF shall be given prior notice and, the MMRF shall have certain rights with respect to such Invention and/or application.

(c) The MMRF shall have the right to approve any provision of any license or other revenue-generating agreement relating to any Invention that relates to the MMRF or subjects the MMRF to potential liabilities or responsibilities. All agreements relating to Inventions shall be entered into by the Sponsoring Institution on an arm’s-length basis.

(d) The MMRF shall be granted the irrevocable, perpetual, non-exclusive, royalty-free license (with the right to sublicense)  to practice the Invention for non-commercial research purposes.

(e) The MMRF shall have the right to participate in the income derived from the Invention, on a pro-rata basis, which shall be calculated in accordance with the formula set forth in the MMRF IP Policy. 

(f) In the event of an Event of Default or breach of the Grant Agreement by the Sponsoring Institution or Principal Investigator, or if any Invention is not made commercially available with the time frames set forth in the MMRF IP Policy, the MMRF shall have the right (but not the obligation) to commercialize the applicable Invention(s).

(g) If the Sponsoring Institution has no established and applicable patent, intellectual property or technology transfer policy and procedure for administering inventions, the MMRF shall have the sole right to determine the disposition of the Invention rights.

(h) If an Invention is made with the joint support of the MMRF and an agency or department of the United State government and the Sponsoring Institution decides not to elect title to an Invention that is subject to United States government rights, Sponsoring Institution will so notify the MMRF and the MMRF shall have rights with respect thereto as set forth in the MMRF IP Policy.

3. REPORTS AND ACCOUNTINGS

Principal Investigators must submit detailed progress reports during a Grant Term and detailed final reports upon the conclusion of a Grant Term. The  Sponsoring Institution must submit detailed final Grant Accountings upon the expiration or termination of Grant Agreements and refund any portion of the Grant Funds that were not used for the purposes specified in the Grant Application, as well as any unexpended funds.

4. HUMAN and Animal Subjects: BIOHAZARDS
The Sponsoring Institution is responsible for insuring that the Sponsoring Institution’s facilities and employees comply with applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations in connection with the Grant Research.  Any MMRF-funded research involving human or animal subjects, derivatives of such subjects or biohazards must also comply with all rules, regulations and policies established by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the National Institutes of Health, and the Sponsoring Institution’s Institutional Review Board.

5. RELOCATION OF PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR

Any relocation of the Principal Investigator during a Grant Term requires at least thirty days prior written notice to the MMRF and the MMRF’s written approval of such relocation.  A Grant Agreement may not be transferred to a laboratory, clinic, hospital or other research institution that is not affiliated with a tax-exempt not-for-profit institution. If such relocation is not approved but is undertaken by the Principal Investigator, the MMRF shall have the right to terminate the Grant Agreement and shall have such additional rights as are set forth in the Grant Agreement. A maximum of one (1) request to relocate to another institution per year will be considered. 

6. PUBLICATION REVIEW AND OBLIGATIONS

(a) The MMRF shall have at least thirty days to review any proposed publication or other disclosure of any results of the Grant Research. If the MMRF objects to such publication because there is patentable subject matter that needs protection (whether identified by the Principal Investigator or as determined by the MMRF), the publication or presentation shall be delayed until the applicable provisional or other patent application has been filed.

(b) All published works (including on-line publications), presentations or other disclosures of Grant Information must, subject to the MMRF's approval, prominently display the designation, "Supported by a [insert title of grant] Grant from the Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation (MMRF)" in accordance with the direction of the MMRF. In no event shall this designation be construed to mean that the MMRF endorses any of the Grant Information published, presented or otherwise disclosed.

(c) If the Principal Investigator does not publish the results of the Grant Research within twelve months of the expiration or termination of the Grant Agreement and the MMRF wishes to publicize the results thereafter, the MMRF shall have the non-exclusive right to authorize the publication of the results of the Grant Research.  If the MMRF elects to cause such publication, the appropriate research personnel shall have the right to review the MMRF’s proposed article  for scientific accuracy.  Any such article shall contain appropriate attribution for the Principal Investigator and other research personnel identified to the MMRF in writing by the Principal Investigator or the Sponsoring Institution.

7. DEVIATIONS, INTERRUPTION OR  ABANDONMENT OF GRANT RESEARCH AND OTHER BREACHES

(a) Deviations. In the event that the Principal Investigator wishes to deviate from the approach set forth in a Grant Application during the Grant Term, continuation of funding is subject to the prior written approval of the MMRF after full disclosure by the Principal Investigator of the proposed deviation(s). The MMRF shall have sixty days to review any such request. If the MMRF does not approve such deviation and the Principal Investigator elects to proceed with such deviation, it shall be deemed a default under the Grant Agreement.

(b) Interruption.  If a Principal Investigator desires to interrupt any Grant Research during a Grant Term for thirty days or longer, s/he must provide the MMRF with prompt written notice indicating that the research will be interrupted, the reason for the interruption and the date upon which the work will resume. Interruption of Grant Research may not occur, nor may the duration of any interruption be extended, unless and until the Principal Investigator receives written approval from the MMRF. The Principal Investigator’s failure to obtain consent for any interruption of the Grant Research or the Principal Investigator’s failure to timely resume an approved interruption of the Grant Research shall be deem a default under the Grant Agreement. 

(c) Abandonment.  In the event that the Grant Research is not continued or completed due to incapacitating illness or death of the Principal Investigator (and a suitable replacement satisfactory to both the MMRF and the Sponsoring Institution  is not found), or the Sponsoring Institution and Principal Investigator elect to discontinue the Grant Research, the Sponsoring Institution shall notify the MMRF promptly in writing and the Grant Research shall be deemed abandoned, which abandonment shall be deemed a default under the Grant Agreement.

(d) In the event of any default or other breach of the Grant Agreement by the Principal Investigator or Sponsoring Institution, the MMRF shall have the right to terminate the applicable Grant Agreement and obtain a refund of certain Grant Funds, and the rights in the Grant Research and Inventions thereunder shall be governed by the MMRF IP Policy, which Policy provides for, among other things, the MMRF’s right (but not obligation) to continue the Grant Research at another institution and/or to commercially exploit the Invention, patent and/or patent application (as applicable).

8. INDEMNIFICATION AND INSURANCE

(a) Indemnification.  The MMRF will assume no responsibility for any of the activities of the Principal Investigator and/or Sponsoring Institution other than the payment of Grant Funds in accordance with the terms set forth in a fully executed Grant Agreement.  The Sponsoring Institution shall, to the full extent legally permissable, hold harmless, defend and indemnify the MMRF and its officers, directors, employees, scientific advisors, independent contractors and agents with respect to any activities carried out in connection with a Grant Agreement by the Principal Investigator and/or the Sponsoring Institution, and/or any person(s) acting under the supervision, direction or control of the Principal Investigator and/or the Sponsoring Institution. The Sponsoring Institution shall, concurrently with the submission of the Grant Application, notify the MMRF of any legal limitations on the Sponsoring Institution’s indemnification of the MMRF.

(b) Insurance.   The Sponsoring Institution shall maintain appropriate insurance, including, a comprehensive general liability policy including coverage for personal injury or death;  workers' compensation insurance and any other coverage required to meet minimum statutory requirements of the State of where Sponsoring Institution is located; and patent infringement insurance. The MMRF shall be named as an additional insured on all such insurance policies.
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