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Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation

2004-2005 Therapeutic Targets Initiative

The Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation (MMRF) seeks innovative proposals for its Multiple Myeloma Therapeutic Targets initiative with an application submission deadline of November 18, 2004.  The goal of this initiative is to identify and prioritize molecular targets to improve diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of multiple myeloma.  The program is designed in two phases:  first, to solicit proposals, in the form of short applications, from the broad community.  In the second phase, select applicants will be invited to present and participate in a Research Roundtable where consensus will be developed on the most critical targets and projects selected for funding.

BACKGROUND

Multiple myeloma, a plasma cell malignancy that comprises approximately 1% of all cancers, is characterized by migration and localization to the bone marrow.  The disease runs a progressive clinical course, is currently considered incurable, and affects over 50,000 individuals in the US.  Significant progress in biomedical research and advances in our understanding of the molecular biology and signaling pathways involved in multiple myeloma have identified numerous putative targets for therapeutic intervention.  However, no consensus exists as to the molecular targets that are optimal for therapeutic intervention in multiple myeloma.  The network of growth, survival, and apoptotic factors needs to be defined.  Targets must be clinically useful and improve diagnosis, prognosis and treatment of multiple myeloma.

PROCESS

Applications, consisting of a signature cover page, abstract, and biosketch, are solicited from investigators at academic, not-for-profit, and for-profit institutions.  The major component of these short application forms is the abstract that should contain the ideas and approach proposed to identify and/or validate therapeutically relevant targets for multiple myeloma.  An ad hoc scientific review panel will review applications and select applicants to join the MMRF and this panel at a Research Roundtable.  Applicants will be notified by December 15, 2004 if they are invited to participate in the Roundtable.

Participants in the Research Roundtable, scheduled for January 19, 2005 in New York City, will consist of applicants and the scientific review panel.  As a group, the Roundtable will prioritize critical targets to be pursued for development of novel therapies for multiple myeloma.  The MMRF anticipates funding at least three projects for an initial 1-year period in the initial phase of the Therapeutic Targets initiative.   In addition, the Research Roundtable will issue a Request for Proposals that will be distributed to the broader scientific community.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

A signed original plus 5 copies should be mailed to:

Jill Shook

Grants Coordinator

Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation

51 Locust Avenue, Suite 201

New Canaan, CT 06840

In addition, an electronic copy should be emailed to shookj@themmrf.org
SIGNATURE COVER PAGE

The cover page should contain the proposal title, applicant contact information, estimated budget, and the contact information for the sponsoring institution’s fiscal officer.  All applications must be signed by the applicant, the individual authorized to sign for institution and the fiscal officer (where applicable).

ABSTRACT

The abstract is the primary component of the application to be evaluated and should contain the ideas and approaches proposed to identify and/or validate therapeutically relevant targets for diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of multiple myeloma.  

BUDGET

Please provide an estimated overall budget for a 1-year period for the proposed studies. No budget justification is required in the initial application phase.  Funding levels and budget guidelines will be discussed in detail at the Roundtable.  A budget cap of $100,000 is established for this program.

BIOSKETCH

This section should contain the biographical sketch of the principal investigator.  Do not exceed two pages per biographical sketch.

For more information on MMRF policy, see the MMRF Conditions for Grant Support, General Policies and Procedures at http://www.myeloma.org/research.







