TODAY SHOW CO-HOST KATIE COURIC PRESENTED WITH MMRF LEADERSHIP AWARD AT THE 8th ANNUAL FRIENDS FOR LIFE FALL GALA

Deborah Norville host of Inside Edition and MSNBC’s Deborah Norville Tonight served as Mistress of Ceremonies for the seventh year in a row

New Canaan, Conn., Oct. 11, 2004 – The Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation presented TODAY Show co-host Katie Couric with the MMRF Leadership Award at the 8th Annual Friends for Life Fall Gala at the Greenwich Hyatt in Greenwich, Conn. on Saturday evening. The event raised nearly $1.3 million for the Foundation and its mission to accelerate a cure for multiple myeloma. 


 “After her husband Jay Monahan died of cancer, Katie Couric helped so many others with the strength and courage she demonstrated to keep going during a most difficult time – for herself, her children and others with cancer,” says Kathy Giusti, president and co-founder of the MMRF.  “We were pleased to honor Katie with the MMRF Leadership Award because everyday she is a great example to all that we can go on and can make a difference.”

Deborah Norville, MMRF Honorary Board Member, host of Inside Edition and MSNBC’s Deborah Norville Tonight returned for her seventh year as the Gala’s Mistress of Ceremonies. Former Congresswoman, MMRF Honorary Board Member and multiple myeloma patient Geraldine Ferraro served as Honorary Chairman and was on-hand to lend her support during the evening’s festivities. Joseph Hogan, president and CEO, of GE Healthcare Technologies, served as Corporate Chairman. Olympian Scott Hamilton and TODAY Show News Anchor Ann Curry served as Honorary Chairman and Linda McMahon, CEO, Worldwide Wrestling Entertainment, and David Burwick, senior vice president and chief marketing officer, Pepsi Cola North America served as Honorary Corporate Chairman.

Jeff Immelt, Chairman of the Board and CEO of General Electric and Congressman Christopher Shays (R-CT) also attended to give support. 

The Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation was founded in 1998 by twin sisters Karen Andrews and Kathy Giusti with the mission of accelerating the search for a cure for multiple myeloma. Today, the MMRF is the world's number-one private funder of myeloma specific research.  To date, the MMRF has raised more than $35 million to fund over 100 grants awards at more than 50 institutions worldwide. This year alone, the MMRF will fund more than $6 million in grant awards through its research grants program, one of only nine such programs accredited by the National Cancer Institute (NCI).  

As a volunteer driven organization, 93 percent of funds raised by the MMRF directly support critical myeloma research and related programming. The MMRF's exceptional fiscal responsibility has earned the Foundation a four-star rating from Charity Navigator and approval by the Better Business Bureau's Wise Giving Alliance Standards for Charity Accountability. The MMRF is the world's only non-profit organization to have attained both prestigious recognitions in addition to NCI-accreditation.
