REPORT LANGUAGE ON BLOOD CANCER RESEARCH

LABOR-HHS-EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS

FY 2005
The Committee is pleased that important new therapies have been developed for the blood cancers – leukemia, lymphoma, and multiple myeloma.  Despite the introduction of these new therapies -- including a monoclonal antibody, radioimmunotherapies, and a proteasome inhibitor -- far too many Americans still die from the blood cancers.  The blood cancers represent a significant public health issue that must be addressed immediately in order to save American lives.  The Leukemia, Lymphoma, and Myeloma Progress Review Group, a blue ribbon advisory panel of the National Cancer Institute (NCI), recommended in May 2001 the establishment of new multi-disciplinary and multi-institutional structures to shorten the timeline for new blood cancer drug development.  The Committee encourages the NCI to develop new strategies to accelerate the development of new blood cancer therapies, which might include, among other options, public-private partnerships, multi-disciplinary collaborations, and multi-institutional initiatives.  NCI should consider flexible uses of current funding mechanisms in order to respond to the key recommendation of the blood cancer Progress Review Group, which was to reduce dramatically the time required to develop new therapies.
